A NEW WORLD INDUSTRY

France was reopened, and on the3ist October, 1870, Gambetta, as
War Minister, signed on behalf of the French Government, an
agreement for the building of a dynamite factory, to be assisted by
the State with a loan.

No time was lost. At top speed a factory was built at Paulilles,
in the south of France, and production was started as early as
March, 1871. On the i4th March, 1871, the first consignment of
dynamite left Paulilles, and within a very short time, considerable
quantities were being delivered to the French army. In Paris
rather more primitive arrangements for the manufacture of nitro-
glycerine and dynamite were successfully carried out, under the
direction of the engineer Brail, collaborator of Barbe.

After the conclusion of the armistice Barbe worked energetically
and with a certain success at introducing dynamite as an explosive
in such undertakings as railways, mines and quarries. The
communist outrages seem to have produced somewhat exaggerated
alarm in France, for, as the result of the resolution of the National
Assembly dated the igth June, 1871, which prohibited all manu-
facture of explosives, Barbe was notified that the factory at
Paulilles must cease work. In vain he protested on behalf of his
two partners against this breach of contract by the French Govern-
ment, demanding compensation. Compensation was refused,
and it was not until after years of negotiations that the manufacture
and sale again became possible in France* This was in the year :
1875, when manufacture was resumed at Paulilles.

Meanwhile production was carried on under what were ob-
viously rough and ready methods at Liverdun in order to deliver
dynamite to Belgium, and presumably to that part of France
which was occupied by the Germans, Moreover negotiations
were in progress for the manufacture in Switzerland and Italy. In
Switzerland Nobel and Barbe built a factory at Isleten near
Fluelen, and in Spain they built a factory at Galdacano near